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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CARTHAGE, MISSOURI
May 11, 2021

The Carthage City Council met In regular session on the above date in City Hall Council
Chambers at 6:30 P.M. with Mayor Dan Rife presiding. Fire Chief Roger Williams gave
the invocation and Police Chief Greg Dagnan led the flag salute.

The following Council Members answered roll call: Ray West, David Armstrong, Ceri
Otero, Craig Diggs, Alan Snow, Seth Thompson, Ed Barlow, Juan Topete and Robin
Harrison. Council Member Mike Daugherty was absent. CityAdministratorTom Short and
City Attorney Nate Dally were also present.

The following Department Heads were present: Police Chief Greg Dagnan, Fire Chief
Roger Williams, Public Works Director Zeb Carney, Parks & Recreation Director Mark
Peterson and City Clerk Traci Cox.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion, seconded by Mr. Snow, to approve the minutes of the April
27, 2021 Council Meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Rife presented a proclamation on May 6 for National Day of Prayer.

During Citizen Participation period: CVB Director Callie Myers updated the council on
tourism and communications projects. Mrs. Myers reported there had been a dramatic
spike in Route 66 visitors. The CVB has received $160,839 in marketing grants. They
are also working to expand events at Food Truck Friday.

Mr. Snow reported the Budget Ways & Means Committee met on May 3 to complete the
budget perfection process. The Committee met again on May 10 to approve Council Bills
for the CWEP rate adjustment, the contracts with the CVB. the contract with the Over 60
Center and adoption of the Annual Operating and Capital Budget for FY 2022.

Ms. Otero reported the Committee on Insurance, Audit and Claims met on this date and
approved the claims. The Assistant City Administrator position was discussed. A
committee consisting of Ms. Otero, Mayor Rife, Mr. Short and Chief Dagnan was formed
to develop a job description that best meets the needs of the city. Property and casualty
quotes are due May 21.

Mr. Barlow reported that the Public Safety Committee is between meetings. The next
meeting is scheduled for May 17.

Mr. Topete reported that the Public Services Committee is between meetings. The next
meeting is scheduled for May 18.

Mr. Armstrong reported the Public Works Committee met on May 4. Adoption of the 2018
International Fire Code was discussed. The TAP Grant for Phase 5 of the sidewalk

improvements on River Street from Fairview to Airport Drive was approved and appears



in C.B. 21-20. A Grizzly Mosquito Sprayer was declared surplus and appears in
Resolution 1927. The committee will be accessing bridges in need of repair at the next
meeting.

Special Committee and Board Liaison reports were given by Mr. West for the Jasper
County Commissioners, the Library Board, and the Over 60 Center, Ms. Otero for the
HSTCC and the Carthage Humane Society, Mr. Barlow for the Planning, Zoning &
Historical Commission, and Mr. Armstrong for the Civil War Museum.

Mayor Rife reported on the resignation of Judge Pete Lasley effective June 13. Mayor
Rife thanked Judge Lasley for his contribution to the Carthage Municipal Court. A
committee will be developed to provide information on the upcoming use tax election.

During reports of Council Members, Mr. Armstrong discussed the functions of the Public
Works Committee as it related to health matters and streets. He also proposed the
formation of a Leadership Committee composed of the Chair of each Standing Committee
to meet on a permanent schedule to discuss the long-term strategies and the vision of
the city.

Public Works Director Zeb Carney reported the Railroad is in town doing repairs.
Schreiber has closed on the property and all documentation has been recorded. River
Street bridge replacement should be completed around the end of May.

Parks and Recreation Director Mark Peterson thanked the CVB for expanding Food Truck
Friday events. The Civil War Museum ranked high on the Parks Master Plan survey and
Mr. Peterson is working with Mrs. Myers to determine ways to increase attendance and
showcase the museum.

City Administrator Tom Short reported on the following: Council Bills that came out of the
Budget Ways and Means Committee, sales tax revenues, continued discussions
regarding a contract with Vision Carthage, discussions on a Social Media Policy, issuance
of guidelines for expending ARP funds, the closing of Powers Museum, continued interest
in development at Myers Park, a GRO meeting, cessation of weekly Covid calls, meetings
regarding the Assistant City Administrator position, increase in the state fuel tax, a Lime
Scooter presentation, and a possible grant for training the Planning & Zoning Board.

The Committee on Claims filed a report in the amount of $2,755,770.48 against the
following funds: General Revenue $220,797.90, Public Health $14,175.02, Lodging
$9,537.36, Parks/Stormwater $11,246.20, Fire Protection $41,067.64, Golf $2,068.09,
Capital Improvements $118,927.37, Parks & Recreation $90.44, Myers Park $14,384.00,
Public Facilities $11,309.50, Library $50,000.00, Payroll $262,166.96 and Carthage
Water & Electric $2,000,000.00. Ms. Otero made a motion, seconded by Mr. Armstrong
to accept the report and allow the claims. Motion carried.

Under old business, C.B. 21-19 - An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute an
Agreement between the City of Carthage and the Carthage Humane Society for animal



control services for the City of Carthage was placed on second reading followed by a roll
call vote of 8 yeas and 1 nay. Ayes: Armstrong, Barlow, Diggs, Harrison, Otero, Snow,
Thompson and Topete. Nay: West. The Council Bill was approved and numbered
Ordinance 21-20.

Under new business, C.B. 21-20 - An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute an
Agreement between the City of Carthage, Missouri and the Missouri Highway and
Transportation Commission providing for a Transportation Alternatives Funds Program
Agreement ((TAP-1601(704)) for ADA compliant sidewalks along River Street from
Fairview Avenue to Airport Drive, as authorized by the United States Congress, in Fixing
America's Surface Transportation Act (FAST); 23 U.S.C. §101, §106 and §213;
SAFETEA-LU §1404 with funds to be used for transportation alternatives activities was
placed on first reading with no action taken.

C.B. 21-21 - An Ordinance authorizing a special use permit for the operation of a carnival
to be located at the Fair Acres Sports Complex (East George Phelps Blvd.) in conjunction
with the 2021 Carthage Maple Leaf Parade in the City of Carthage, Jasper County,
Missouri was placed on first reading with no action taken.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion, seconded by Mr. Snow, to approve Resolution 1927 - A
Resolution approving the declaration as surplus to the City's needs and authorizing the
disposition of a 2002 Clarke Grizzly ULV Mosquito Sprayer (Serial # 01609; ID Tag 316).
Resolution stands adopted.

During closing comments, Mr. Topete thanked the department leaders and city staff for
making the council look good.

Mrs. Harrison made a motion, seconded by Ms. Otero, to adjourn the regular session of
the Council Meeting. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.

Dan Rife, Mayor

Traci Cox, City Clerk
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