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PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tuesday, April 19th at 5:30 pm

Carthage City Hall, Council Chambers

Public Services Committee Members Present: Ceri Otero, Ed Hardesty, Trudy Blankenship, 

Brandi Ensor

Members Absent: N/A

Staff Present: Greg Dagnan, Mark Peterson, Chelsea Cholley

Non-Members: N/A

Councilwoman Otero called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

Old Business

1. Consider and approve minutes from the previous meeting.

Councilwoman Ensor made a motion to approve minutes from March's meeting.

Motion Passed Unanimously

New Business

-Mr. Peterson welcomes new committee members and informs them they are 

welcome to reach out anytime needed. He introduces the new Parks and 

Recreation Administrative Assistant Chelsea Cholley as an additional contact for 

the committee members.

-City Administrator Dagnan mentions some best practices for the new committee 

members.

1. Consider and Discuss Hispanic Heritage Day at Central Park on September 24th

-Mr. Peterson informs the committee of the history of Hispanic Heritage Days. 

Hispanic Connection requests to use Central Park on September 24th from 12:00 

pm to 10:00 pm and close streets adjacent to the park. The road closures request 

has already been sent to and approved by the Public Safety Committee. In 



addition, plans for layout and utilities have been coordinated with Parks and 

Recreations and Carthage Water & Electric. 

-Councilwoman Otero inquires if there is a contract with Hispanic Connection for 

this event.

Mr. Peterson states they do not have a formal contract, but they will provide event

liability insurance for this event.

-Mr. Peterson outlined plans for a Special Events Guidelines document. This 

document will provide details for all groups wanting to host events in our City of 

Carthage parks. This document will also include a cost recovery plan in 

conjunction with the guidelines.

Councilwoman Endsor motioned to allow the closure of Central Park from 12 pm to

10 pm for the Hispanic Heritage Day event on September 24th.

Motion Passed Unanimously

2. Consider and Discuss Kids Fishing Day at Kellogg Lake on June 11th

-Mr. Peterson informs the committee of past year's procedures with Kids Fishing 

Day at Kellogg Lake. The Kellogg Board requests to close public fishing at 

Kellogg Lake before the event from 6 am Sunday, June 5th to 7 am on June 11th, 

when it opens for Kids Fishing Day. They will also request road closures and 

enforcement of no fishing during the stated dates and times at the Public Safety 

Meeting in May.

-Councilwoman Otero states this is an event where the city works with the 

Kellogg Board, so there are no fees charged for the event.

Councilwoman Endsor motions to close Kellogg Lake to the public before Kids 

Fishing Day on June 5th and open at 7 am on June 11th and allow Kids Fishing Day 

on from 7 am to noon. 

Motion Passed Unanimously

3. Consider and Discuss Great American Days at Central Park on May 10th

-Mr. Peterson informs the committee of the return after many years of Great 

American Days. The event is a reenactment used to teach about American heroes 



at stations made in the park. R-9 is requesting the use of Central Park on May 10th 

from 8 am-5 pm.

-Councilwoman Otero asks what the age group that attends is.

-Mr. Peterson states it is for all grade school children. The R9 and other local 

schools have field trips set for the event.

Councilwoman Blankenship motioned to allow the use of Central Park on May 10th, 

8 am- 5 pm, for Great American Days.

Motion Passed Unanimously

Staff Reports

-Mr. Peterson provided the new committee an overview of the Master Plan, a project 

going on for the last couple of years with the assistance of the Public Service Committee. 

Mr. Peterson states that previously, the Parks Department has been a passive department 

that has only focused on essential maintenance of what the Parks currently have. The 

Master Plan was created to determine the community's needs. We developed questions 

for a statistically valid survey, held stakeholder meetings, held partnership meetings and 

focus groups. The information from this work was used to create park concept designs 

and recommendations for the next several years. We determined the administrative 

capacity needed for programming, special events, and community development. We also 

determined the necessary maintenance capacity to take care of what we already have and 

what we will develop.

-Councilwoman Blankenship inquired about what was determined a top priority from the 

surveys and meetings held.

-Mr. Peterson stated Phase 1 priorities include restrooms, trails, and playgrounds. Mr. 

Peterson mentions that there has been a McCune Brooks Regional Hospital Trust grant of

$5,000,000 awarded for these Phase 1 projects. The May Public Services Committee will 

include a recommendation for a contract award for professional services to start the work.

-Councilman Hardesty mentioned that he has seen some concerns about park playground 

maintenance and would like to know how often the parks are inspected.

-Mr. Peterson states that parks are inspected on a monthly basis. He says that the best 

option for the public to inform the Parks Department of damage is through the Citizen 



Request Tracker feature currently on the website. The feature will also be available on 

the mobile when it is live in the next few weeks. The public will be able to use that 

feature on the mobile app to provide a picture of damage or concerns. This process will 

also start a work order and provide transparent communication with the citizen bringing 

the concern forward.

Councilman Hardesty made a motion to adjourn.

Motion Passed

Meeting adjourned at 6:48 pm.




